
Clearwater City Council 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes 

Clearwater City Council Chamber 

January 20, 2015 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Edmonson called the regular council meeting of January 20, 2015 to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Everyone joined in the pledge of allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL  

- Present: Mayor Edmonson, Council Members Crandall, Ranum and Ritzer. 

- Absent: Council Member Lange 

- Staff present: Interim City Administrator Derus 

- Public Present: Cindy Ritzer 

- Others Present:  Deputy Wilmes of Wright County Sheriff Department and Ken Francis – Clearwater 

Tribune  

A quorum was declared present. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

MOTION by Ritzer, seconded by Crandall, to approve the agenda as submitted, with the following 

changes: 

- Derus noted there was a revised list (Consent item c.) of unpaid utility customers, as five 

customers had paid their bill, since the packet was sent to Council  

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
Cindy Ritzer explained that there were a number of Typos in the Position Profile.  Bob Derus asked for 

the corrections and thanked her for pointing it out. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

The Claims/Accounts Payable (Consent Item a.) and The Fees Ordinance (Consent Item i..) were taken 

off the Consent Agenda, to be discussed. 

MOTION by Crandall, seconded by Ranum, to approve the following Consent Agenda items: 
a. Claims/Accounts Payable  

b. Approval of 1-5-15 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes  

c. Approval of Resolution 2015-03, Adopting a Lien for Unpaid Utility Charges  

d. Approval of Resolution 2015-04, Approving Temp. On Sale Liquor License for St. Luke’s 2-14-15 

e. Approval of Resolution 2015-05, Accepting $700 Donation from the Clearwater Lions Club for the 

February 15th Boot Hockey Tournament 

f. Approval of Resolution 2015-06, A Resolution accepting $300 From the Clearwater Legion for the 

February 15th Boot Hockey Tournament.  

g. Authorizing the Clearwater Fire Auxiliary to make Approximately 300 Copies of the Boot Hockey 

Registration, to be Funded out of the PSA Budget for City Events 

h. Authorizing the Growth Incentive Program (GIP) for 2015; Subsidizing $10,000/New Housing Unit 

in SAC, WAC and Other City Fees for the First Three Housing Units Constructed in the City in 2015 

i. Adopting Ordinance # 2015-01 An Ordinance Establishing Fees for 2015  

j. Authorizing Renewal of Tri-County Humane Society Contract for Stray Animals  

k. Setting the City Clean-up day for Saturday, April 25 



Motion carried unanimously. 
Claims/Accounts Payable  

Council Member Crandall asked about the Chader Business Equipment Invoice and Chader Leasing 

Company Invoice.  Members briefly discussed and were OK with paying the bill, but asked staff to send 

out a copy of the invoice out to them.   

MOTION by Crandall, seconded by Ritzer, to approve the Claims/Accounts Payable as submitted. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 
Adopting Ordinance # 2015-01 An Ordinance Establishing Fees for 2015  

The Council briefly discussed the fee ordinance it was pointed out that there was a misspelling on page 3 

and 4 on the word Sunday.  

MOTION by Crandall, seconded by Ritzer, to adopt Ordinance # 2015-01 An Ordinance Establishing 

Fees for 2015, with the correction of the typo on the word “Sunday” on pages3 and 4. 
Motion carried unanimously.  

 

WRIGHT COUNTY SHERIFF DEPUTY REPORT 

Deputy Wilmes of Wright County Sheriff Department was at the meeting.  He said things are pretty quiet.  

There is a lot of traffic on I-94 and Highway 24.  He was asked if any of the burglary activity that 

Albertville was experiencing was seen in the Clearwater area.  He said not that he was aware of. 

 

OLD BUSINESS   

Update on City Administrator Recruiting Process 

Interim Administrator Derus briefly explained the City Administrator-in-Training ad has only been out for 

about a week.  There are 8 applications in, with a little more than a week to go.  There are a few that look 

promising at this point.  The ad has been well received. 

 

Solar Project Update 

Bob Derus updated the Council on the solar project. Xcel has agreed to replace the transformer, but the 

City will have to pay for wiring.  John Schmidt is scheduled to meet with the electrician on Wednesday, 

January 24.     

MOTION by Ranum, seconded by Crandall, to authorize staff to move forward with the wiring, based 

on John’s recommendation. 
Motion carried unanimously.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

EDA/Planning Commission Appointments 

MOTION by Ritzer, seconded by Crandall, to reappoint Lynn Crandall and Robert Watson to the 

Planning Commission. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

MOTION by Ritzer, seconded by Crandall, to reappoint Scott Gjevre to the EDA. 

Motion Carried unanimously. 

 

The Council briefly discussed the remaining one opening on the Planning Commission and also one 

opening on the EDA.  Member Ritzer thought he might have a potential Planning Commission candidate.  

He will forward the name to Member Crandall.  Mayor Edmonson said the EDA is working on recruiting 

a local business person. 

  

Board of Equalization Training 

Council briefly discussed who was currently trained.  Derus will look into it and report it to Council. 



 

REPORTS 

Mayor and Council 

Mayor Edmonson Reported on the Following: 

Sewer Authority-  

Edmonson reported that he and Clear Lake Mayor Goenner with the Citys’ legislators on 1/08/15 in St. 

Paul to map out a game plan for the $2 million bond grant request. After those discussions, and after 

Senator Brown and Representative Newberger submitted their files to their committees, a lobbyist 

contacted Mayor Edmonson about representing the Sewer Authority, to work to get the bond request 

passed. At the Sewer Authority meeting on 1/15/2015 consultant Mike Miller of The Miller Group was 

retained to represent the Sewer Authorities interests during the 2015 session.  Member Ranum asked if he 

could be copied on this matter.  Mayor Edmonson said he would. 

 

City of Clearwater- Sewer Authority debt restructuring/refinancing  

The Sewer Authority researching with the PFA the possibility of restructuring our existing debt. Debt 

service payments on the PFA debt could potentially drop approximately $182,000.  Members generally 

thought it would be a good idea to look into it.   

 

Initiative Foundation- Re: Hotel Feasibility Study-  

The Initiative Foundation was been in contact with Mayor Edmonson and Administrator Derus last week 

and this week, regarding the acceptance of our funding request. They met today (Tuesday Jan. 20
th

) to 

finalize their final funding decisions. Their maximum contribution would be $2,500. Our original estimate 

for the study was $8,000-$10,000. The Initiative Foundation has communicated that the study may not be 

necessary, due to the fact that the information we are looking to gather might be collected through another 

source. Mayor Edmonson received the contact information for that source, and sent them an introduction 

email today, and he will follow up with them and report back.  

 

Boards 

Park Board 

Member Ritzer reported that the Park Board is looking at two grants for the Lions Park.  He also 

mentioned that they were getting a bid from Brian Praske for design and it was ½ of the previous bid.  

The Park Board is planning an open house in March.  There was a question about an easement for 

Eldorado.  Staff will follow up.   

 

 Planning and Zoning 

Member Crandall mentioned the Planning and Zoning meeting will be next Tuesday. 

 

Office Staff  

City Admin Derus mentioned that he is working with the Library to send out requests for contribution to 

the Clearwater Library.  He also stated that Wright County was going to conduct Fire Training on January 

26 and February 23, so there could not be any other meetings on those nights.  Derus mentioned that he 

has a weekly staff meeting.  He also mentioned that he will be out of town.  Members thought they 

possibly could cancel the meeting, depending what there was on the agenda.  

 

OTHER  

Next Meeting   

The next Meeting is Monday, February 2, 2015 at 7:00 PM 

  

ADJOURN 



MOTION by Ritzer, seconded by Ranum, to adjourn the council meeting, at 7:40 p.m.   

Motion Carried unanimously. 

 

________________________                      ___________________________ 

Robert Derus, Interim City Administrator          Pete Edmonson, Mayor 

        

_________________ 

Date Approved 
 


